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Changes to Course Syllabi: Why Now?

Rationale and Benefits: 

Better communicate expectations to students, 
documentation of information, and portability.

Compliance
HLC and federal compliance require certain syllabi 
elements for group instruction courses. Syllabi from 
Sp18, Su18 and F18 will be scrutinized.

1. Course learning outcomes
2. Number of credits
3. How the course meets the credit hour policy 

standards



Course Syllabi 

Syllabus Standardization and Access Committee 
Steve Cramer, Chair, Prof. Anja Wanner, Prof. Clark 
Landis, Prof. Doug Wiegmann, Prof. Ivy Corfis, Mary 
Thompson

Campus Process and Communications to Date
• Faculty committee convened, summer - fall 2017

• VPTL and APIR - Leads
• Messaging to deans and department chairs, early 

Dec
• UCAAA consultation, ongoing 
• Emails to group instructors, Dec/Jan
• Continued roll-out through spring, 2018



Course Syllabi – Support Efforts

Syllabi template:
https://teachlearn.provost.wisc.edu/course-syllabi/

Digital template (optional):
Canvas/AEFIS digital syllabi tool is being beta tested, Spring 
2018.  Pre-populated course information. Feedback and 
improvements.

(If not using Canvas: login through AEFIS: https://aefis.wisc.edu)

https://teachlearn.provost.wisc.edu/course-syllabi/
https://aefis.wisc.edu/


Course Learning Outcomes

UW-Madison’s Approach to Course Learning Outcomes 

Rationale: 

• Communicate course expectations to students
• Align with accreditation standards and federal 

requirements
• Disciplinary accreditation agencies (ABET, AACSB, ABA)
• Align and supports effective assessment practices at the 

course and program levels
• Integration with new digital systems 

(Canvas/AEFIS/Courseleaf)



Course Learning Outcomes

Well written learning outcomes helps:

• Plan and revise courses by organizing the course around 
specific areas of achievement 

• Improve assessment of student performance by aligning 
testing with what you want your students to actually get 
out of the course 

• Improve organization and optimize lecture time by 
focusing on the most important concepts 

• Aid students in getting as much as possible from the 
course by focusing their learning



Student Digital Ecosystem



Course Learning Outcomes

UW-Madison Attributes

Learning Outcomes: describe what all students/learners are 
expected to know or be able to do by the end of a 
course/program.

Use of Language: Goals, Outcomes, Objectives

• Literature is inconsistent; don’t get hung up on 
distinctions (Walvoord, 2010)

• UW-Madison – use Learning Outcomes to reference the 
attributes (observable, measurable, demonstrated by the 
student/learner) and at various levels (institutional, 
program, and course) 



Course Learning Outcomes

UW-Madison Attributes

Learning Outcomes: describe what all students/learners are 
expected to know or be able to do by the end of a 
course/program.

Actionable Attributes (Suskie 2004): 
• Action by student/learner that is observable
• Action by student/learner that is measurable
• Action demonstrated by student/learner

Together, these attributes allow for assessment.

• The LOs should reflect what will be in the 
assignments/exams:  concepts and not generalities.

• Written in such a way that allows one course to be 
distinguishable from another.  



Strong, Clear Action Verbs

• Compile
• Identify
• Analyze
• Create
• Plan
• Revise
• Design
• Compare
• Explain
• Critique



Unclear Words and Phrases to Avoid

• Know
• Understand
• Be aware of
• Appreciate
• Learn
• Comprehend
• Become familiar with



Technical
• Less than 400 characters per learning outcome

o Start with the action verb
o Don’t bullet or number when entering (system 

will assign a number that you will be able to see)
o Written in English

• Generally 3 – 7 outcomes



Improving a Vague Learning 
Outcome
How can we improve this Student Learning 
Outcome?

Understand the scientific method.



Examples
• Analyze loss frequency data both parametrically and 

nonparametrically. (ACT SCI 652)

• Analyze loss severity data both parametrically and 

nonparametrically. (ACT SCI 652)

• Identify and explain different sources of uncertainty 

associated with the coverage provided by various real 

world short term insurance products. (ACT SCI 653, 

Undergrad)

• Build probability models to quantify risks of an insurance 

system, and use data and technology to make appropriate 

statistical inferences. (ACT SCI 653, Grad)

• Apply credibility theory to develop a prospective 

experience rating plan for various short term insurance 

products. (ACT SCI 653, Grad)



Examples
ART 107
• Use basic vector, raster, 3d design, video and web 

technologies in the creation of works of art;
• Effectively combine elements of visual, spatial, and 

networked organization to create narrative, 
associative, and metaphorical compositions;

• Speak and write critically about personal and peer 
artworks and propose alternatives.



Examples
• Apply submicroscopic models of matter to explain 

observable macroscopic phenomena (Chemistry).
• Design, conduct, and analyze experiments safely and 

successfully (Chemistry). 
• Apply differential calculus to model rates of change in 

time of physical and biological phenomena (Math 
221).

• Apply integral calculus to model the cumulative 
effects of continuous processes (Math 221).

• Identify characteristics of certain structures of the 
body and explain how structure governs function 
(Human Anatomy Lab).

• Calculate the magnitude and direction of magnetic 
fields created by moving electric charges (Physics 104).



Course Learning Outcomes, Syllabi, etc.

Thoughts and Questions?

For more information: 
https://assessment.provost.wisc.edu

mo.bischof@wisc.edu
regina.lowery@wisc.edu

https://assessment.provost.wisc.edu/
mailto:mo.bischof@wisc.edu
mailto:regina.lowery@wisc.edu

